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We 


T O THE 


RIGS HONOURABLE 
THE 


Lord KING 


_ of OCKHAM, 
AND 


Lad High Chancellor of 
GRE AT BRITAIN. 


My Loxo, 
OE HE Deſign of this Ded! 1— 
Ar cation is not to make 
we 125 my ſelf known to your 
TY SHIP, in order to ſome Civil 
or Eccleſiaſtical Promotion. To 
1 pres 


— 


| DEDICATION: 
prevent all Suſpicions of that Kind, 
{ can aſſure You, there is no Pre- 
ferment in your Gift, that I think 
8 fit for. es. 


either i 18 the Deſign of it, My 
Lox, to deſire your Protection, 
or Interceſſion for me againſt the 
Laws of the Land. For, You muſt 
know that I am under Pr oſecution 
for a Book, call'd the Moderator 
between an Infidel and an Apoſ- 
zate; in which the Authorities of 
the Fathers are more amply cited, 
than in this Diflertation. As [ 
ſhall never repent of the Publica- | 
tion of that Book, ſo I hope [ ſhall | 


never ſtand in need of Mer cy for 
| i: 


\ 


DEDICATION, 

it: If I ſhould, I would ſooner 
make my Application to your 
Loxpsnir, than to any Spiritual 
Peer of this Kingdom. 


But the Defign, My Lox D, of 
this Dedication, is to ſubmit this 
Diſcourſe to your Learned and Ju- 


dicious Conſideration; if You pleaſe | 
to ſpare a few Minutes from your 


weightier Concerns of State, for 
the Reading and Peruſal of it. 


When You was very young, My 
Loxy, You was converſant in the 


Fathersof the Church. And your 


Theological Lucubrations, many 


Years 


— ape. — — — 
—  _— ¶— — 
ou —— _ 4-2 * ITS 


DEDICATION. 
Years fince publiſh d, make it ma- 


nifeſt, that You haye a good Tafte 
of them. 


The Reading of this, My L oz, 
will refreſh your Memory with, 
what Youcan't altogether have for- 
gotten, many peculiar Notions of 
the Primitive Church. Judge then, 
My Loxo, whether it may not be 
lawful and expedient, to revive 
and publiſh them again in this our 
' N 


This Diſſertation is but a Little 
one; and therefore may be adjudg- 
ed unworthy of the Patronage of 
ſio great a Man, as is your Lord- 

Hip. 


DE DIGAT ION. 
ſhip. But for all that, Idare ſay, 
you 1 find a Cur iofity or Two in 
it, that will render it as accep- 


table to you, as a Volume of a 
much larger Size. 


Some will perhaps ſay here, 


that I have forgotten, the proper 


Subject Matter of Dedications, 


that is, to proclaim Your Loxp- 
sh 's great Worth and Merits. 
But I humbly concieve, Your 


Loxosnxe delights not in fulſome 
Praiſes ; which none defire, but 


thoſe who ſtand in need of them. 
And beſides, Your Laxosmir's 
Glorious Character is alrea- 


* 


DEDICAT ION. 


dy ſo copiouſſy written in the 
Hearts of Mankind, that nothing 
will add to its Luſtre, that can m 


aid * 


M Loxp, 


Tour Lok bDs# irs 
Mofi Obedient 
and Humble Servant, 


London, Nov. 12: 
1725. 


Thomas Woolſton: 


A SECOND 


DISSERTATION. 


On ſome Other Prophecies of the 


Od Teſtament, &C. 


Y 


Di - 


"104 former Diſſertation on Da- 


nies Weeks, lately publiſh'd, 
having not been unacceptable 
to the World, nor offenſive 
to the Clergy, or I ſhould 
; have heard of their Com- 
Paints againſt it, e're this Time; I am en- 
couraged to publiſh * on ſome other 

| | ö Pro- 


* 


/ 


5 1 | 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, which 
the Biſhop of Litchfield urges agataſt the 
Author of the Grounds, for a Proof of the 
Meſſiaſhip of the Holy Jeſus; and I in- 
tend before I have done, to take all the 
Biſbop's Collection of Prophecies into Ex- 
amination, aud to ſhew how inconcluſive 
his way of Application, and of Interpre- 
tation of Prophecies, muſt needs be for 
the Conviction and Converſion of that in. 
genious and learned Gentleman. 

And if I be obſerved to write purpoſely 
and profeſſedly, with a Deſign to over- 
throw the Biſhop's Expoſitions, I would Wi ; 
not have any to imagine it proceeds from 
any Malice I bear to his Perſon. There 
have been ſome Controverſies, which I Wl / 
could name, that have been begun and MW / 
carry'd on by mere Spite and Envy, which WW 4 
the Writers and Managers of them have WM » 
born to each other. But none can poſſibly 
charge me with this Fault; for, as the Bi. 
ſhop and I are Strangers to each other, and 
I never met with the leaſt Diſobligation at 
his Hands; fo it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
ot T bear any Enmity or III-Will to 

in. 5 Pa | 

Neither, for theſe my Labours, cal J, 
who profeſs my ſelf an equal Moderator 
in this Controverſy, be accuſed of Partia- 


lity to the Author of the Grounds, and 
=” much 


„ 

much leſs of Infidelity; becauſe, . as I 
humbly conceive, I contend for another 
and better Expoſition of the ſaid Prophe- - 
cies upon the Authority of the Fathers ; 
| ſuch an Expoſition, as tends not only more 
to the Honour of Feſas, and Demonſtra- 
tion of his Meſſiaſhip, but alſo to the 
Conviction and Converſion of both Jews 
and Izfidels. Without therefore more Pre- 
face, the Prophecy which I now take to 
Task, is that of. | 


DANIEL, Chap. ii. 44, 45. And in 
the Days of theſe Rings, ſhall the God 
of Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, which 
ſhall never be deftroyd, and the Kingdom 
ſhall not be left to other People, but it ſhall 
break in Pieces, and conſume all theſe Ming- 
doms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever. For as 
much as thou ſaweſt the Stone was cut out 
of the Moantain without Hands, and that 
it brake in Pieces, the Iron, the Braſs, the 
Clay, the Silver, and the Gold; the great 
| God hath made known to the Ring what 
hall come to paſs hereafter. ; 
0 The Biſhop, in his Introduction to his 
Collection of Prophecies, propoſes to in- 
I, ſtance in no other than ſuch, which regard 
the Meſſias in their * obvious and literal 
a . | — 


* 
. 


1 - Defence of Chriſtianity, p. 62. 
52. Senſe, 


=. = 
Senſe, according to Scholaſtick Rules. And 
this Prophecy, it ſeems, in his Opinion, 
is ſuch a one. What are his Scholaſtich 
Rules, to know the obvious and literal 
Senſe of a Prophecy, I know not ; but 
according to my Notions of a literal Pro- 
phecy, this can't be accounted , ſuch, 
There are Two or Three of the Biſbop's 
Collection, that look ſomewhat like lite. 
ral Prophecies, if his Application of them 
was Juſt, But this of an Image of Gold, 
and of Silver, Oc. and of a Stone hewn 
out of the Mountains to break it to Pieces, 
I fear will be found the remoteſt from 
ſuch a one. But to let this Obſervation 
pals. 

Io underſtand this Prophecy, ſays the 
_ Biſhop, the whole Viſion ſhould be conſi- 
derd; and I think ſo too. Nebuchadnez- 
zar had a Dream, fays the * Biſhop, of a 
great terrible human Image; why it was 
terrible, he ſays not; but its Head was of 
fine Gold, his Breaſts and Arms of Silver, 
his Belly and Thighs of Braſs or Copper, 
his Legs of Iron, and his Feet part of 
Iron and part of Clay. Under the Idea 
of this Image of Four different Metals, 
the Biſhop will have (zterally, I ſuppoſe) 
the Four great Empires of the World, vis. 


— 


6 


* Page 116. 1 
the 


| (F) 
the Babylonian, the Medo-Perſian, the 
Grecian, and the Roman, to be repreſented; 
and that the Stone hemn out of the Moun- 
tains, (iterally again) was Chriſt with 
his Church, for the Diſſolution and De- 
ſtruction of the Roman Empire. It is need - 
; leſs to repeat the Biſhop's Words at Large. 
And though he quotes no Authors of the 
ſame Opinion, yet there are many on his 


EZ SS &S Pd TT w ww L tm 


t Side; and, for all that he refers not to their 
Authority, would not, I preſume, be 
1 thought by his Readers the firſt Broacher 
: of this Hypotheſis. It would have been 
1 {ome conſiderable Confirmation of, and 
1 Inducement to believe, this Opinion of 
the Biſhop, if he had ſhewn, how aptly 
. and properly each Empire, or Kingdom, 
- was repreſented by its Metal; as for In- 
. ſtance, why. the Babylonian Empire, which 
a was the Head of the Image, was call'd | 
s WW @Goldey; and the Roman Empire, which | 
f was the Feet of the Image, was call d | 
„ ferreous luteous ; or why the Roman Em- 
- pire was not as worthy of the Epithet 
f Golden, as the Babylonian, eſpecially in 
a the Glorious Reign of Auguſtus, when 
4 Chriſt came, and the Stone was hewn oat of 
) the Mountains, for the Deſtruction of it. 
2 It would, I ſay, have been of ſome Ser- 


vice to the. Biſhops Opinion, if he had 
| ihewn how the Civil Government of the 
e 1 5 World, 


(6). 


| World, (for the Image, he ſays, was the 


Figure of * worldly Power) as it paſs'd 
from one Hand to another, was really 
changed for the worſe, and fo far at length 
corrupted and degenerated, as that the 
Roman Empire, in ths Days of Auguſtus, 


was no more, for Dignity and Excellency 


of Power, to be compar'd to the Babylo- 
nian in the Hands of Nebachadnezzar, 
than Iron and Clay is to Gold; and how the 


other intermediate Empires, viz. the Gre- 


cian and Medo-Perſian bore a Similitude for 
Worth or Baſeneſs of Power, to their ſe- 
veral Metals of Silver and Braſs. If the 
Biſhop had done this, we would have taken 
it for granted, that Jeſus of Nazareth was 
(in the obvious and literal Senſe of the 
Words, according to Scholaſtick Rules) a 
Stone hewn out of the Mountains, for the 


breaking to Pieces not only the Feet of the 


Image, that is, the Luteous ferreous Em- 
pire of Rome, but the Head, Breaſts, Bel- 


ty and Thighs of it, that is, the Babylo- 


nian, Medo-Perſian and Grecian too, which, 
by the by, were long before extinct, tho 
repreſented under the Figures of Gold, Sil- 
ver, and Braſs, and broken to pieces by 
this Stone of Chriſt Jeſus; and without 


— 


* I bid. | 
pat- 


(3) 


putting the Biſhop to the Trouble of pro- 
ving, how Jeſus, who was born of a Wo- 
man, was properly and literally a Stone, 
the Product ion of a Mountain, we would 
have allow'd this Prophecy, and his Inter- 
pretation of it, concluſive againſt Jews 
and Infidels: But in as much as the Biſbop 
has not proceeded thus far in his Proof, I 
queſtion whether the Author of the 
Grounds, for whoſe Sake this Prophecy, 
in its obvious and literal Senſe, is inſiſted 
on, Will at all be moved by it; or whether 
any Chriſtians, excepting the. Clergy of the 
Archdeaconry of Coventry, will much ad- 
mire and approve of it. 
I ſhall not ſtay to cavil and make more 
Exceptions againſt this (the Biſhop's) large 
Interpretation of this Prophecy ; but take 
Leave to declare my Opinion, which is, 
That the Biſbop, and others of his Mind, 
are much miſtaken in their Interpretation 
and Application of it. I faid my Opinion, 
which may be, I confeſs, of no Worth, in 
compariſon of the Biſhop's; and in Truth 
conſidering his Fame in the Church, I 
would not dare to oppoſe mine to his, if it 
was not borrow'd from, and well ſupport- 
ed by the Authority of the Fathers, as well 
as of good Reaſon. HUE FE, 
Accordingly, the Fathers, as appears by 
What may be amply collected out of _— 
Z ? 11 


(„ 


Writings, were of Opinion, that this Image 


of Nebuchad nen ar was à Hype, Figure, 
Symbol, Emblem, or Prophetical Repre- 


ſentation of the Church of Chriſt from his 


Firſt to his ſecond Advent; and that Jeſas 
in the Fleſh was the Head of Gold, and 
the ſame Jeſus ſpiritually at his ſecond 


Coming, will be the Stone myſtically hemn 
out of the Mountains of the Law and the 


Prophets, for the rational diſſolution of the 


Church and for the Diſcovery of the va- 
rious Diſpenſations of the Providence of 
God in the paſt Ages of it; and that the 
ſeveral Metals of the Arms, Belly, Thighs, 
Legs and Feet of the Image, are proper 


and ſignificative Emblems of the ſeveral 


grand Periods of the Church from firſt to 


_ laſt; and rightly repreſent the many De- 


gencrations or Changes of her Spiritual 


State from better to worſe, till Chriſt's 
Second Coming, like a Stone heun out of 


the Mountains of Prophecy, for the Re- 


turn of the Golden Age and Kingdom of 


the Saints, which will ſtand for ever. 

If this Notion of the Fathers can be 
clearly. proved, and made out by Reaſon 
Hiſtory and Authority, it will not only to- 
tally overthrow the Biſhop's Opinion, ex- 
poſe the Weakneſs of it, and what's worſe, 
lay open the Abſurdities and Impertinen- 
ctes of his Diſſertation on the Text; 1 

. „ 


, , oo. ¾—ö . . ˙ . ˙ Or Lag ng PEN 


4 22 


will raiſe in us an high Veneration for Ne- 
buchadnezzar's Dream, and the Prophecy 


5 


of the Book of Bani. 
As I ſhall not now enter upon the Illu- 
ſtration of _ this Opinion of the Fathers, 
which would, of - itſelf, exhauſt much 
Time, and carry me too far out of my 
Way and Deſign at preſent; fo the parti- 
cular handling of it is better let alone, till 
| the Thing prove itſelf, hat is, till the 
Stone hewn out f the Mountains, makes 
it plain by a Myſtical Diſſolut ion of the 
Church, and by a diſcovery of the Provi- 
dence of God, according to the Spirit of 
Prophecy, in all Ages of it. But as it 
may be expected before hand, that I pro- 
duce ſome Authorities, on which I found 
this Opinion; fo let me ſay, that, next to 
the Scriptures themſelves, I have the beſt 
wo the World tor it. And in the fir ſt place, 
Tertullian * 1s moſt expreſs and poſitive, 
that this Stone hemn oat of the Mountains, 
is Chriſt at his Second Coming, When he 
will break to Pieces this Image, in the 
Dream of Nebachadnezzar, which conſe- 


quently he ſuppoſes. to be the Image of 


s 5 1 N g is CE. 
3 81 * 3 * PIR —_— 
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er 1 * * 
ö A *. 


* Chriſtus- in ſecundo Adventu Petra ſanè erit de 
Monte præciſa, quæ Imaginem ſæcularium Regnorum 
comminuet & conteret. Adv. Fudeos, & Adu. Marcion, 


= IL C 2. | 
28 G Chriſt's 


(10) 


. 


* 


Chriſt's Church. Of the ſame Opinion is 
* Jræneus, as will appear to any one that 
conſulrs him at Large: And here it muſt 
be remember'd, that what Iræneus, writes, 
Either in Interpretation of the Book. of 
Daniel, or of the Apocalypſe of St. John, 
he receiv'd from thoſe who convers'd with 
the Apoſtles, - which makes his Authority 
of the greater Weight. If Origen can't be 
expreſly, yet implicitly enough he may be 
cited for this Opinion, He tells us that 
Nebuchadnezzar's + Tree was a Figure of 
Chriſt's Church, conſequently he thought 
this Image was ſo too. And moreover he 
intimates that whatever was written of 
+ Nebuchadnezzar, without Exception of 
the Image before us, was prophetical of 
Chriſt's Church. Primaſius is ** of the ſame 


n * * 3 8 1 
— — — las nd. >, 


” ' hi I 


* Adverſ. Hæreſ. Lib. V. C. 26. * 

} Connfidera Magnitudinem & ſublimitatem Eccleſie 
Chrifti ut intelligas eam factam eſſe in Cedrum magnum, 
& requieſcet ſuper eo omnis Avis, &. In Ezekiel. Hom. 12. 

+ Sed non ſtemus in Littera nec hæreamus in Hiſtoria, 
magis autem tu noſti quia iſta omuia figuraliter (de Nebu- 
chodonoſor) contingebant illis, & ſcripta ſunt pro Nobis 
in quos fines ſeculorum decurrerunt. In Ezekiel. cxvii. 


Hom. 12. 
* Pedes noviſſimi temporis Eccleſiam ſignificant, & La- 
is exciſus de Montibus percuſſus eſt Statuam, id eſt Corpus 
ee in Pedibus, id eſt in noviſſimo Tempore. 1. 


Soc. Joban. Cap. 1. 


i 
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T2 
Mind exactly with Tertullian above. But 
none ſo zealous as Theodoret * for this Opi- 
nion, who firenuouſly argues againſt the 
Poſſibility of this Stones being Chriſt at his 
Hirt Coming, and conſequently againſt 
the Opinion of the Biſbop of Lztchfield, 


who if he pleaſe to peruſe Theodoret upon 


the Place, will ſee his Reaſonings, and find 
it hard to confute them. beg WE 

Beſides theſe Teſtimonies referr'd to, 
the Fathers before-hand give us good Inti- 
mations, how Chriſt at his Second Advent, 
will bear a Reſemblance to a + Stone, or 


grand Myſtical Pearl of Prophecy hewn 


from the + Mountains of the Sublime Senſe 
of the Law, for the Manifeſtation of the 
Wiſdom and Providence of God in the 
Times paſt; for the Renovation of all 


Things; for the Change of the ferreous- 
luteous State of the Church into a Golden 


one; and for the Erection of a glorious 
and celeſtial Kingdom, that ſhall fill the 

- Lapis qui exciſus eſt ſine Manibus, quique evaſit in 
Montem magnum, & Orbem Terrarum cooperuit, in ſe- 
cundo Chriſfi Adventu percutiet Imaginem ſuper Pedes 


fictiles, & c. In Loc. Daniel. 


I Chriſtus erit verus Lapis inventus in Legis Littera, 

5 reprobatus Litteræ hærentibus. Hieron. Breriar. in 
117. 5 „„ 
Montes accipimus propheticos Libros in altum elatos. 

Hilarii in Eſal. 120. Set. 4. 1 


C 2 whole 


verb & among 


1 
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whole World, and have no End; PONY it 
ball never be deftraged, but ſtand for ever. 


The Proof of this too would be tedious 


to: infift fully on it, and is the leſs needful, 


- becauſe ſome of my Readers may be a 
ware, what the Farhers and 1 TING and 
| aim ab. | 


Neither ſhall L go about now to make 
the Metalin Diſtinction of the ſeveral 
Ages of the Church, and ſhew how every 
grand Period agrees to the Type of Gold, 
Silver, Braſs, Iron and Clay, it is repre- 
ſeated by. But this J fay, that it was 
the common Opinion of the Fathers, that 
the Church would gradually degenerate 
from her Primitive Purity of Lite and Doc- 
trine, ear according to the Pro. 

them, ſha. would change 
her Gold ine: Silver for Braſs and Iron) 
and would continue to do fo to the very 
Dregs of Time, for Ignorance, Error, In- 


coherence and Immorality, when the 


Stone was to be hewn out of the Moun- 

tains, for the raiſing a Glorious and Satur- 

nian, Church, fuch as ſhe will be, when 

the Ancient: . Days is ſet, and the Saints in 
e 
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ated. 
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Part of the Nebuchadnezzarean Image, this 


preſent Age of the Church bears a Reſem- 
blance to, I ſhall not ſay nor enquire. 
But this T dare ſay, that learned and con- 


ſiderate Men can't much diſlike this my 


Primitive Notion of © Nebuchadnezzar's © 


prophetical Imape, excepting, becauſe 
they muſt 8 what x" owe. LG hardly 
find in their Hearts to do, that this Age for 
Learning and Religion, muſt 2 Place to 
all preceeding ones; which, I ſay, conſi- 
dering the good Opinion this Age has of 
itſelf, and the many and grand Compli- 
ments our Divines paſs upon one another 
for their Learning and Piety, will, I fear, 
ſcarcely be allow'd of. Accordingly I ex- 
pect to find this the main Objection to our 
Opinion above; and how I ſhall get over 
it I know not, till ſome eminent Doctor 
ſtates it in its full Length and Strength. 
In the mean Time, I can't but laugh at 
the Thoughts, how I ſhall be puzzled to 
anſwer it, by conſidering the Diviſions of 
the Church, and Incoherence of rhe Prin- 
ciples of the Age, (which if they are not 
repreſented by the Toes of the Image, we 
muſt expect worſe Times yet) and alſo, 
that of which Dirt and Clay is a good Em- 
blem, viz. the Ignorance and Apoſtacy of 
our Times, of which let the _ 5 

- | Him 


614) | 
= > ee Defence of Chriſtianity' be my 
Inſtance : And a ſufficient one it is, for as 

it has received the Compliments of the 
Clergy for its Learning and Excellency, fo 
if I can prove, that it conſiſts of ſuch 
Materials, as the Toes of the Image were a 
Figure of, it will be Demonſtration e- 
nough, not only that the Opinion this 
Age has of itſelf for Learning, is, as Epi. 
phanius ſomewhere ſays, like ſetting a 
Crown of Gold upon the Feet , inſtead of 
the Head, but alſo that their neither is, 
nor can be any Force in the Objection 
aforeſaid. But NE 5154 
For ſome Confirmation of this our Opt- 
nion about Nebuchadnezzar's Image, let 
the Gentile Poets and Philoſophers ſpeak ; 
who as they borrow'd all their Theology, 
Mythology and Phyloſophy, from the Oracles 
_of God; an Opinion which they them- 
ſelves, own'd and the Fathers univerſally 
_ aſſerted, and may without difficulty be de- 
monſtrated ; ſo they had Notions, (which, 
it's more than probable, they took from 
this prophetical Dream of Nebuchadnez- 
xar) of Four Ages of the World, which 
they diſtinguiſh?'d by the Four Metals of 
Gold, Silver, Braſs and Iron; making the 
Goodneſs and Badneſs of ſucceſſive Times 
(not in Civil and Worldly Power, according 
to the Biſhop, but) in Religion, _— 
5 e 


of 


IE 

and Principles, to allude to them, (as is 
plain from the * Poet's Deſcription of the 
Iron Age) and they believed, in the Senſe 
of the Prophets and Fathers of the Church, 
at the End of the Iron Age, a Return of a 
Golden one, upon the Saturnian, Sabbatical, 


or Ancient of Days: Which Notion of the 


Gentiles, was it fully handled upon their 
Authorities, would be a good Confirmation 
of the Opinion before uuns. 

But for another Confirmation of our O- 


pinion, we are to take notice, that Neb . 


chadnezzar's Dream of this Image extends 
to the latter Days for its Completion or 


Ls _ 
* 
1 


Illuſtration. The Lord, ſays Daniel, v. 29. 


maketh known to the Ming what ſhall be in 
the latter Days: Which Phraſe of latter 
Days, or laſt Days, tho modern, Interpre- 
ters underftand of the Times of Chriſt's 
frft Advent, which ſometimes, and in ſome 
reſpects may be calPd the 44% Days; yet 
they” always extend to the Time of his Se- 
cond Coming, which, in Strictneſs and 
eu Propriety of Speech, are call'd the 
aft Days. Neither is there any Thing 
ſpoken of in Prophecy, (I fay this upon 


| * Fu Pudor, Verumq; Fideſq; Wi 
In quorum ſubiere Locum Fraudeſq; Doliq; _ 
Inſidiæq; & Vis, & Amor ſceleratus habandi 

b Primi- 


* | 
| 
| 
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primitive * Authority) that is to come | 
paſs in the laſt Days, which has its full and 

ultimate Completion before Chriſt's Second 
Advent. As for inſtance; 1: ſhall come to 
that the Mountein of the Lord's Houſe, 
ſhall be exalted on the Top cf the Moun-, 
tains, and all Nations ſhall flow into it: 
Which Prophecy, with many others, tho 
the Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church 
underſtood as fulfill d upon Chriſt's firſt 
Coming, yet, in their Opinion, the clear 
and perfect Completion of them was de. 
ferrd till his Second. So this Prophecy, 
which has not been hitherto at all fulflPd, 
of a Stone to be hewn out of. the Moun- 
zains in the latter Days, for the breaking 
aſunder the Image of Nebachadnezzar, 
will receive its Accompliſhment and Illu- 
ſtration at Chriſt's Second Advent; when 
it will be one of the Viſions and Dreams 
the Prophet Joel ſpeaks of, which young 


gn ES 
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Ex multis Scripturz Locis conjicere licet veros eſſe 
jui dicunt ſex mille Annorum eſſe præſentis Mundi ftatus 
empora, cum nonnunquam dicit extremis diebus, &c. 
Omnia dicta iſta in ſexto prolata ſunt Millenario Annorum. 
Fuſt. Martyr. Queſt. ad Orthodox. ) 1. —— 
7 Iſaiah 11. 2. | | | 
4 Que generaliter in ultimo Tempore repromiſſa ſunt, 
nunc ex Parte completa. Hieron. in Joel. c. 2. a.) 
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and oldiMen will have an intellectual Sight 

of. | But, | JON) 211 2 THEO T1 
Laftly, For a further Confirmation of 

our Opinion about this Prophecy, I be- 


lieve I may venture to affirm, it is no 


other than what the antient Jews had of 
it: And if {o, we have all the Learned of 
the World, viz. Primitive Chriſtians, Jen- 
i/Þ Rabbies, and Gemile Philoſophers on: 


our Side. It is rightly: obſerv'd of the Bi- 


ſhop, that the antient Jews, all as one 


Man, held this Stone hewn out of. the 


Mountains to be the Mefias. Which Opi- 
nion of theirs,  Porphyry and** St. Jerom 

have recorded, as well as thoſe Rabbies 
whom the Biſhop cites for it. But then, 
as the Jews had an Opinion about Two 
Meſſiahs, the one the Son of Joſeph, and 
the other the Sou of David; which Opi- 
nion 1s the ſame (differing only in Name, 
and not in Nature) with that of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians about the two Adverts 
of Chriſt, the one carnal, the other ſperi- 
tual; ſo they underſtood this Prophecy of 


the Stone, of their glorious Meaſiab the 


Son of David, who Was to come at the 


# . 5 0 — — 


2 _ * 9 — 


* Quod Judæi & impius Porphyrius ad populum re- 
ferunt Iſrael, quem in fine Seculoram volunt eſſe fortiſſ- 


num & omnia Regng conterere, & regnare in æternum 


l Locuim Danis! 


* — — — — — 1 —— — — — 
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Conſummation of Time, (and conſequent. 


ly could not be underitood of our Jeſus of 


Nazareth, as you may ſee from the Oh. 


jection of Porphyry referr'd to) at the lat- 
ter End of Six Thouſand Years of the 


Creation, to make War with the * Me. 
abites, &c. tO raiſe + the Dead, to reſtore 


+ Propheſying, and open the Oracles of 
God ; or he could not break 1n pieces this 


myſtical Image, nor ere& another and E. 


ternal Kingdom that ſhall never be de- 
ſtroy'd; as I could prove at large, had 1 
Leiſure to ſtay and do it. Herein then 
the Biſhop is miſtaken about the Opinion 
of the Jews, as to the Stone: And no leſs 
deceiv'd is he about their Opinion of 


the Fourth, or Iron Kjnedom in this Pro- 


phecy; unleſs he can prove that the Em- 
pire of Rome, in the Days of Anguſtus, 
was the Kingdom of Edom, or Kingdom 
** of Wickedneſs overſpreading the whole 


World, in the Opinion of the Fews, which 


will be impoſſible for him to do, except- 


2 


2 * > CLE 


- * 


Orietur Stella ex Jacob, & percutiet Hoab _—— hac 
Judæi Meſſiam hodie venturum ex ecuturum credunt. Bun- 


orf. Synag. 


9. 

T See Bafkinge's Hiſtory of the Jews, p. 373. : 

+ In Tempore Meſſiæ (utinam cito reveletur) Prophetia 

Iterum eſt ad nos reverſura, ſicut Deus promiſit. Maimon 

—_— 9, ͤ > e 
Defence of riſtianity, in his Notes, p. 122. 
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ing upon the Principles of John Goodwin; - 
who held Regal and Monarchical Power to 
be wicked and * Anti-Chriſtian. . 


There is a weighty Object ion againſt 
all J have ſaid on this Prophecy, to be 


drawn from Daniel's own Interpretation 


of Nebucbad ne ars Dream; wherein he 
makes Nebuchadnezzar himſelf, or the 


Babylonian Kingdom, this Head of Gold; 
conſequently the Medo-Perſian, the Grecia 


an and Roman Empires, are the Argen- 


teous, the Brazen, and the Ferreous King- 
doms : And if fo, Chriſt at his firſt Com- 
ing was the Stone hewn out of the Moun- 


tains for the Deſtruction of them: I with 
ſomebody elſe would ſtate this Objection 


in its utmoſt Force, and then I will give 


another and more compleat Anſwer to it; 


In the mean Time, I deſire it may be con- 


ſider'd, what the Fathers ſay of , Babylon, 
and all that the Prophets have written of 
it, and of Nebuchadne car; as how he 
was a Type of + Anti- Chriſt, (which was 
not unlikely, when he was transicrm'd in- 


* 


* * 


* Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, p.. 6 7. ” | 
Ex quibus probatur omnia, quæ dicuntur contra Ba- 


bylonem, ad Mundi hujus confuſionem pertinere. Hieron. 


in Iſai. - E | | | 
Hunc Locum de Nebuchadonoſor) quidam ad Anti- 
Chriſtum reſerunt. Id in Pan. cap. 3. 


D 2 to 


—— 
— — — 


nn. 


5 . Ts IT IIs er . — rt nnrngn———_— w_ — — 
= = — | \ . 
Err ˙ A 22: ] . KEBT ET = 5 g 
" = 


y 
| 
| 


Amos. cap. 1. 


©: ann. 
to a Beaſt) and of the * Devil too, who 
hath carry'd the Church + captive into her 
preſent State of Bahyloniſb Confuſion. 


Thus have T ſpoken briefly to this Pro- 
phecy in Daniel, which the Biſhop of Latch. 
field urg'd (among others) for the Convie. 
tion of the Author of the Grounds, What 
Influence the Biſhop's Learning and Rea- 
ſoning on this Prophecy has had upon that 
Author, I know not. Let him ſpeak for 
Timfelf, when he writes next. But if he 
be no better affected with it than I am, it 
Will hardly make a Believer of him. I 
ſay, I have but briefly touch'd upon this 
Prophecy; for the Subject will admit of 
z much larger Diſſertation. And one Time 
or other I hope to have an Occaſion to re- 
ſume it; when I will more clearly demon- 

ſtrate the Truth of my Expoſition, as it is 
founded on the Authority of the Father's; 
particularly prove, That the Breaking of 
this Image of Nebachadnezzar, is but a 
Type of the myſtical Fall of Babylon 


* 


7 
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* Null! autem -mbiguum juxta Anagogen Nebuchado- 
noſor Regem Babylonis, qui venit ab Aquilone, Diabolum 
intelligi. Hieren. in Exekiel. cap. 26. | | 

+ Hos (captivos Babylonicos) eſſe arbitror omnes, qui 
occidentem ſciquuntur Litteram, noluntq; recipere Spiri- 
tum vivificantem, fed tgrrena tantum ſapiunt. . in 


[1 


whith 


(C 


which St. John ſpeaks of : and that the' 


Stone hewn out of the Mountains, is the 


Millſtone * of the Revelations, that is to 
fall upon Spiritual Babylon, which, as 
St. John ſays, was never heard of, talk'd: 
of, or rightly - underſtood, till about the 
Time that her fall happen'd. And then 
alſo I will take the Biſhop's Expoſition of 
this Prophecy again to task; for it will 
afford us a little Diverſion, as well as his 
Application of other Prophecies. Tho I 


don't look upon the Biſhop as a cunning 


Man, yet I think him a Conjurer, or he 
could never have enter'd into the Thoughts 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and others ſo many 
Ages paſt, and declare their Opinions, 


without any other Reaſon or Authority 


than that of the Strength of his own Pe- 


netration. | 


But to ſum up very briefly again, what 
the Biſhop and I have ſaid on this Prophe- 
cy. The Biſhop ſays, that Nebuchadneæ- 
zar's Image was an Image of the Civil and 


Worldly Power of the Four Great Empires 
of the World; viz. the Babylonian, the 


Medo-Perſian, the Grecian, and the Ro- 


man; and that the Stone for the breaking 


to pieces theſe Empires of the World, was 


_—— 
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* Chap. xviii. 22. 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, ho by his Introduction and Eſta: 
bliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion, is 


ſuppoſed to do ſo. In all which Aſſertion, 
or Opinion of the B:ſhop, I fay there is 
not the leaſt Senſe, nor Truth: For, be- 
ſides that the Babylonian, the Medo- Per- 


ſian and Grecian Empires, were extinct 


before Chriſt's Coming, and conſequently 
could not be diffolv'd by him; as the 
Gold, the Silver, and the Braſs of the I- 
mage were by the Stone of the Moun- 


tains; fo the Civil Power of the World 


(of which this Image of Nebuchadnez&ar; 
lays the Biſhop, was a Figure) was not at 
all changed, much leis broke, by Chriſt: 
For. it paſt out of the Hands of the 
Gentile Emperors, into the Hands of Con- 
ſtantine; the Great, and his Chriſtian Suc- 


ceſſors, with all the Imperial Enſigns of 


Majeſty and Authority: and the only 
Change and Alteration of the World that 
Chriſt made, was about Principles of Reli- 
gion and Philoſophy. „ 

On the other Hand, I ſay, upon the 
Authority of the Fathers, that this Neba- 


chad ne arean Image is a Type or Figure 


of Chriſt's Church from his Firſt to his 


. 4 Coming; and that the Metals of 
th 


Image are by no Means Emblems of 
Civil Authority, or of tlie Paſſing of it 
from one Hand or Nation to another, but 

1 


% 


„ 
are Emblems of ſeveral Ages of the Church, 
and of the Change of Religion from bet- 
ter to worſe, to the very Dregs of Time, 
for Nonſence, Ignorance, and Inconſiſten- 
cy, when Chriſt is to come again, (like 
the * Stone in the Nebuchadnexzarean 
Dream, which breaks to Pieces the Image) 
for the Manifeſtation of his Providence in 
the Ages paſt, for the Reformation of his 
Church, and Erection of a Glorious King- 
dom with his Saints, that is to laſt for 
Ever. Ek TIE CLDIONT AW 
Thus have I brieſly ſet the Biſhop's and 
my Opinion together; let the reader take 
whichhe likes belt : I will only add here, 
that the Image of Nebachadnezzar had 
Ten Toes ; and if it be not plain ſrom the 
Oracle itſelf, which I deſire the Biſbop to 


Review, that theſe Jen Toes, are Ten 


Kingdoms, on which the Stone is to fall, 
and conſequently 'could not be the united 
Empire of Rome; yet I can tell him, that 
it was the Opinion of the Fathers, from 
theſe Ten Toes of the Image, that the 


Church, with reſpect to its Civil Autho- 
rity, would be divided into Jen Kingdoms, 


before” Chriſt's Second Advent, like a 


3 
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Stone for the Diſcovery of his Providence. 
And this Opinion * the Pathers held, long 
beſore their Was any Probability of ſuch a 
Diviſion of Civil Power in the World, or 
cf an Erection of Ten Kingdoms within 
the Pale of the Church. In the Days of 
which (Ten) Kings, ſays Daniel, v. 44. 
Hall the God of Heaven ſet up the 1 
dom (of the Stone) that ſhall never be 
deſtroy d. But I have no Mind now to 
urge this Argument, nor ſome others, 
which a judicious Reader may be aware of, 
for our Interpretation. of this Prophecy of 
Daniel. I only wiſh now, reading at this 
Juncture the Biſbops Expoſition, that my 
Tongue and my Pen were a little more at 
Liberty to be merry with it. I hope this 
Reſtraint will ſome Time be taken off, 
when with Freedom enough I may divert 
my Readers with other Men's Blunders: 
For it's pity ſome good jeſts ſhould be 
loſt, thro' fear of the Eccleſiaſtical more 
than of the Civil Power of this Nation; 
which I humbly conceive would take no 
great offence at them. „ 


„%% es Als a % 
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Romanus ſtatus, cujus Abſceſſio in decem reges 
.diſperſa ſuperducet Anti-Chriſtum, quem Dominus in- 
terficiet ſpiritu Oris ſui, & evacuabit Apparentia Adyen- 
tus ſat. Tertullian. de Reſurrett. Cap. 2429 
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If my Readers, I ſay, ſhould think this 
Diſſertation on this Prophecy too ſhort for 


the Importance of it; and ſhould be aware 
of ſome other Reaſons for our Opinion, 


to be drawn from the Prophecy it ſelf, and 
from the Fathers, and from the ancient 
Jews, and from the Gentile Philoſophers, 
which I have not touch'd on; I have this 
Anſwer to make again, that I hope for a- 
nother Opportunity to reſume this Sub- 
ject; but will wait firſt for the coming 


forth of the Biſhop of Litchfield's Oljecti- 


ons, Which will give me the beſt Occaſion 


for a more copious Illuſtration of this my 
Opinion. Oppoſition ſharpens Wit, and 
| brightens Truth; and the Removal of an 
Obſection againſt any Thing, is a good 
Argument tor the Truth of it. For this 
Reaſon I ſhall wait for the Biſbop's Objec- 


tions, which, if they don't Nonplus me, 


will afford me an Opportuaity to make a 
larger Diſplay of Argument and Authority 
on this Prophecy. And for this very Rea- 
ſon, by the by, I am of Opinion, that 


Jews and Infidels ſhould have Liberty, 
| without Controul, to make all, and the 
worſt of their Objections, whether ſeri- 


ous, ſarcaſtical. or jocular, againſt our Re- 


ligion. As ſure as Chriſtianity has Truth - 


on its Side, it will triumph over all its 
1 N Adver- 


* . 


0 j 
* ay | , 
* 4 ; i 
o : i 
Wl ; \ 
{ 
! 
- \ 5 
x I 
- 
* 


N 


Gas) _ 
Adverſaries: And the worſt Objection, 
whether moſt witty or moſt ill nat ured, that 
can be made againſt Jes Meſhahſhip, 
will tend in the End to the Confirmation 
of it; in as much as it will rub up the 
Wits of the Clergy, the Advocates of the 
Truth in Chriſt, juſt as the Diſcourſe of 
the Grounds has awaken'd the Biſbop of 
Litchfield, and rouz'd up his Learning for 
that excellent Defence of Chriſtianity, 
1 Which, as Dr. * Sherlock ſays, is done 
| to the Satisfaition of. the Public. So long 
3 as Jews and Infidels are deprived of a Li- 
Ss | berty to publiſh without Reſerve their Ob- 
| jections, they will boaſt in Converſation 
of greater than they have, or conclude 
them ſtronger than they be, to the preju- 
dice of our Religion, and Obſtruction of 
the Faith in Chriſt. As for my part, 1 
{1 fear not the worſt that either Jews or Infidels 
I can fay againſt Chriſtianity. I believe I 
| can make as good Objections as any of them 
all agaiaſt it. And if the Clergy of this 
Church can't, I can as well anſwer them ; 
and will do fo, to thoſe in my Moderator, 
if Freedom of Debate, Writing, and Dog- 
- matizing may be allow'd of, Again, If 
Liberty of Writing, be deny'd to Jews or 


* * 


* In Preface of the Uſe and Intent of Prophecy. © 


„ 
Infidels, they will triumph, and fay our 
Chriſtian Clergy are conſcious of the Bad- 
nels and Weakneſs of their Cauſe ; and 
that for the ſake of their Intereſt in the 
Church, they will not ſuffer their Religion 
to be pry'd into, nor objected againſt, 
The true Reaſon indeed, and the beſt, 
why the Clergy are againſt their Liberty of 
Writing, 1s, to prevent the ſpreading of 
the Poyſon and Infection of Impious and 
Atheiſtical, and Unchriſtian Principles. 
And this Reaſon I ſhould allow to be a 
ſufficient one, but that there is the fame 
God whoſe Arm is neither ſhorten'd nor 
weaken'd, ruling in the Hearts and King- 
doms of Men, as did Seventeen Hundred 
Years ſince: And as he then made way for 
the Propagation of the Goſpel againlt the 
Oppoſition of the Gentiles; fo he can 
now defend and ſupport it, without the 
Help of the Arm of Fleſh, or the Afh- 
ſtance of the Sword of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, againſt the Object ions of Infidels. 
But having ſaid this by the by, without 
being impertinent or foreign to the Pur- 
poſe, I come now to the Conſideration and 
Examination of 5 Et 
Two other Prophecies of the Biſhop 
of Litchfield's Collection, for the Demo- 
ſtration of the Meſſrahſhip of Jeſus, anc 
N a ig > V1 tor 
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for the Converſion of the Author of on 


Grounds ; and they are, 


HAGGA Chap 11. ver. 6, 7, 8, 9 
For thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, yet once, 
it is a little while, and I will ſhake the 
Heavens and the Earth, and the Sea, and 
the dry Land: And I will ſhake all Nati- 
ons; and the Deſire of all Nations ſhall 
come, and J will fill this Houſe with Glory, 
faith the Lord. The Silver is mine, and 

the Gold is mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
The Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be 
reater than of the former, and in this 
Place will I give Peace, ſaith the Lord of 
a, 4 


MALACHI, Chap. iii. ver. 1. Behold 
TJ fend my Meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare 
the way before me; and the Lord, whom 

je ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple 
even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whom 
Je delight in: Behold be ſhall come, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. _ 


The Biſhop of Litchfield handles theſe 
two Prophecies ſeparately; but I know 
not a better Reaſon why he does ſo, than 
becauſe he would make his Collection a- 
mount to the round Number of a Dogen. 
1 iatend to treat on them conjunctly, 25 

| callle 
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cauſe of the Affinity that is between 


them. ey, Es” 
When I read the Expoſitions of the Bi- 
ſhop of Litchfield, and of other modern 


Divines upon theſe two Prophecies, and 


ſee how they underſtand by the Houſe and 
the Temple, here mention'd, that old Ma- 
terial Temple that exiſted 1700 Years ſince 
at Jeruſalem; and how, by the Deſire of 
all Nations, and the Lord whom they ſeek 
and delight in, they mean Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, who enter'd that Houſe or Temple, 
filling it (as is ſuppos'd by his Preſence) 
with greater Glory than King Solomon's 
Temple was adorn'd with: When, I ay, 
I read this, and confider how our Divines 
_ thereupon ſuppoſe the Prophecies of Hag- 
gai and Malachi, before us, fulfill'd; I am 
aſtoniſh'd, and wonder at ſuch Interpreters 
of Prophecy. _ | 3 
If I had had no Converſation with the 
Fathers, nor with Jewiſh Writings, to in- 
form me better, I could rationally have 
form'd Objections againſt ſuch Interpreta- 
tions, as ſhould have overthrown them, 
and have created in any reaſonable Man 
a Dillike of ſuch Prophecies, and ſuch 
Completions. I will not be ſo ill- natur'd 
as to indulge my Indignation, or merry 
Diſpoſition, in making theſe * 


0 30) 
and Animadverſions now ; but, hard 
that pleaſant Work for another O pportu- 
nity, if it ever ſhould offer itſelf; 1 will 
at preſent be only grave and ſerious And 
thereupon, in toe I fay, that theſe two 
Prophecies are both of them Prophecies of 
Chriſt's Second Advent, or of the Mani- 
feſtation of his Glory to the intellectual 
Eyes of Chriſtians, at the Conſummation 
of Time; and that the Houſe, or the em- 


ple here ſpoken of, can't be a Material 


Building, to which the Preſence of a Poor 
Man in the Forms of a Servant can give no 
Luſtre; but God's Spiritual and Intellec- 
tual Temple of his Church, or of all Man- 
kind: To which Temple the Lord will 
come in the latter Days, making a Reve- 
lation of himſelf, not to our bodily Eyes, 
but to the Eyes of our Underſtanding, 
and cauſing us to ſee and apprehend the 
Wiſdom, Power, and Beauty of his Provi- 
dence in all Ages paſt ; and how this his 
Spiritual and intellectual Houſe, or Temple, 
is full of the Glory of him. 
If I had no antient Authority for this 
my Senſe and Interpretation of theſe Pro- 
Phecies, I could reafonably perſuade my 
{elf that this alone was the true one. For, 
beſides that I can never think that the Pro- | 
Phets, whoſe Writings as well as Moſes's 
| (upon 


— + any 

(upon the Teſtimony of * Jews and + Fa- 
thers) are all rational and philoſophical, 
under a Metaphor, ever meant a Material 
Building, by God's Houſe or Temple; ſo, 
if I may fay it without Offence, I think I 
do ſee the Divine Shekinah, or Glory of 
God, filling his Intellectual Temple, or 
Houſe of Wiſdom : And I don't doubt but 
others, who will look into the Enigmati- 
cal Glaſs of the Oracles of God, may at- 
tain to the like Viſion with me. But let 
us come now to the Authority of the Fa- 
thers, and of the ancient Jews ; who 
both, without the Leave of the Biſbop of 
Litchfield,. will confirm our Opinion and 
Interpretation. r | 

St. Jerom, after he had paraphraſed the 
Words of Haggai, ſays, He ** did it with 
Deſign to raiſe the Thoughts of his Reader 
to a ſpiritual and ſublime Underſtanding of 
them: And then tells us, that the Church 
of Chriſt is the Houſe + there meant, 
which is to be fill'd with the Glory of 


— CT 


Apud Euſeb. Prepar. Evang. L. viti. c. 8. 
Pl Abo og ho Tov Vvopoy ονννν, Clem. Alex. Strom. 
ib. 1. 
* Has interim meagracines Expoſitionis Lineas duxe- 
rim, ut ex his ad ſublimiorem Intelligentiam, etiam nobis 
tacentibus, prudens Lector aſcendat. In Loc. 
+ Et repleta eſt Gloria Domus Domini, quæ eſt Eccleſia 
God; 


Dei viventis. T bia | 


e 
God ; and that the Silver and Gold there 
ſpoken of, are the * Myſterzes of God's Law; 
thro” the prophetical Interpretation of which 
we ſhall ſee his Glory. 47 O08 
The faid St. Jerom, on the Words of 


Malachi, ſays alſo, That Chriſtians, by the 


Temple underſtood the Church: So that in 
neither of thefe two Prophecies will he 


allow, that Material Temple of Feruſalem, 


in the Days of Jeſus of Nazareth, to be 
T 
St. Auguſtin is of the ſame Mind with 


St. Jerom; for ſpeaking of the Prophecy 


of Haggai before us, ſays, that it is a Pro- 
phecy of Chriſt's Laſt and + Second Ad- 
vent, When he will come in his Glory, and 


be, what could not be ſaid of him at his 


Firſt, The Deſire of all Nations. MM 

St. Auguſtin, in his moſt excellent Work, 
De Civitate Dei, has a whole ** Chap- 
'ter entitled thus, Prophetiam Haggai; qua 
dixet futuram Gloriam Domus Dei majorem 
quam primam fuiſſe, non in Readiſicatione 


Templi, ſed in Eccleſia Chriſti eſſe comple- 


_— 
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* His ſpiritualibus Metallis illuftrior fit Eccleſia Sal- 


vatoris, quam quondam Synagoga fuerit. bid. 


+ De noviſſimo enim Domini, id eſt, ſecundo Adventu 


quo in Claritate venturus, verſus iſte prolatus eſt; cum 
erit Propheta, & veniet Deſideratus cunctis Gentibus. In 
erm. L. Sect. 10. in Loc. Hagg. | 

** In Lib. xviu. c 48. | 


am; 
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4 
tam; that is, The Prophecy of HAGSGAI, 
wherein it is ſaid, that the Glory of this 
latter Houſe ſhall be greater than of the 
former, was not falfiPd in that rebuilt 
Temple of Jeruſalem, but is to be fulflPd in 
the Church of Chriſt, as the Temple there 
meant. And he Argues the Point too very 
handſomly there, as well as elſewhere, 
laying, * that for this Reaſon God often 
afflicted the Jems, and would not ſuffer 
their Temple to ariſe to the Beauty and 
Splendor of Solomoz”s, leſt they ſhould 
par, the Prophecy of Haggai fulfilld un- 
I (> EN 
Of the ſame Mind with theſe Two quo- 
ted Fathers, is St Ambroſe, as will appear 
to any one, that will conſult him upon the 
1 Re Yen Ä En „ 
St. Theophylact, on the Words of Mala- 
chi, is admirable and excellent. He will 
have the Words a Prophecy of both Chriſt's 
Advents; But as they reſpect his Frſt Ad- 
vent, he does not by the Temple under- 
ſtand that old repair'd Temple of Jeruſa- 


\ 


* Propter hoc P rophetas adn haboit illa Gens & 
Cladibus afflicta eſt——ne hanc Aggæi Prophetiam 
yo illa Inſtauratione Templi opinaretur impletam. 
T In Epiſt. XXX. CJaſſis Prim, 
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(„ | 
lem, but the * Temple of Chriſt's Body, 
which in Scripture is calPd his Temple ; 
and then, as he ſays the Prophet foretells 
his Second - Coming too, ſo of Conſe- 
quence he means the Temple of Chriſt's 
Church, or of all Mankind, which he will 
then make a Manifeſtation of himſelf 
. | h | 3 | 
St. Cyril of Alexandria in like Manner 
interprets theſe Words, The Lord ſhall come 
to his Temple; that is, becauſe the Logos 
was made Fleſh, and dwelt in the ** Tem. 
ple of his Body ; or if by Temple is to be 
underſtood the Temple of Jeruſalem, it is 
only by way of Type of Chriſt's Church, 
and the Temple of the New Jeruſalem ; 
and then diſtinguiſhes between Chriſt's 
Firſt and Second Coming to his Temple, 
which he ſuppoſes the Words of the Pro- 
phet chiefly to refer to. i 

Juaſtin Martyr + ſhould be of the ſame 
Mind too, as it may reaſonably be inferr'd; 
becauſe he rightly ſignifies, that the Glory 
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* Naoy je mu & L pr eiay wvouars quay, i o OO ar 
oS@ avehace. In Loc. 1 
T Ileos de Ty Tem? eo art ęuο N, Kat THY qi ca 

abſou emparety H e E. Ii. 

** Her eig Tov vaoy ouvicu pe, 1 om Were ou o Ar 
„O, nar kelſannos nabamp ev vaw, &c In Malach. 
e. Io . | 

1 in Dialog. cum Tryph. P. 283. F 
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of ies! Lord, which is to fill bis latter 


Houſe, is nothing elſe than Iuvapis denn, 

the Power of Divine Reaſon, by which 
we ſhall be able to contemplate the Being 
and Providence of God in his Temple of 


the Intellectual World. 
It is needleſs to quote any more Fathers 


to this Purpoſe, Lam ſure all of them 


will give either an Expreſs or implicit Teſ- 
timony on our Side. Neither is any one 


of them to be cited, God forbid they 


ſhould, in Favour of the Biſhop of Litch- 
field, or of other Commentators of this 


Age, who ſuppoſe that Jeſus's corporal 
Preſence in that old repaid Temple of 
the Jews, was an Accompliſhment of theſe 


Two Prophecies. 
But what's the moſt remarkable, is not 


only what St. Paul ſays of the Church, | 
which he calls the “ Temple of God, on 
which we may + build oh. Gold and Sil 
ver, which Gold and Silver, in the Opini- 


on of St. ** Jerom, is the ſame meant hy 
the Hoggat ; but alſo What St. 
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0 x Cor: iii. 17. 1050 vi. 16. 
Omni ſenſu Litteræ concidente Eccleſia ædificatur. 


Hieyon. in Amos, Cap. 1. 
n Locum Hags. 
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John & ſays of the Temple of God, which 
he, by Viſion, ſaw open d in Heaven; and 
of the Temple of the New Jeruſalem, Which 
the Glory of the Lord is to lighten. What 
can any one think of theſe Apoſtolical and 
Apocalyptical Expreſſions, but that the 
Temple ſpoken of in them, is the ſame 
with the Temple, or Houſe of Haggai aud 
Malachi, in the Texts before us, to — 
Temple the Lord will come, and make a 
Revelation of himſelf ro the Eyes of. our 
Underſtanding, (for theſe are the Eyes al. 
ways addreſs'd to, when the Prophets ſay, 
Þ+ Behold) for the Contemplation of his 
Divine Majeſty in the beautiſul Order aud 
Frame of his Temple of the Univerſe. 
As God, upon Prophetical, Apoſtolical 
and Philoſophical Authority, has pitch'd 
his Tabernacle, or Temple, or 1 
in the Hearts of Men, for be -raleth int 
Kingdoms of Men; it is reaſonable to 
think, that ſome Time or other he will 
- manifeſt or reveal himſelf to our Spiritual 
Eyes, that we may behold the Order of * 


Revell. xi. . 19. and Chap. xxf. 22. 1, ve eb cteſor ey 
tn; which Words being falſly render'd in our Engliſh Bi- 
bles, ought to be thus n Ard did not I behold the 
Temple in it? : 

Ecce, oftendentis Verbum eſt, id eſt, non carnali Aſ- 
pectu, ſed ſpiritual Intellectu, 1 ejus OT” TR 
* in Matt- Cap. 21, | ö 


Govern- 


('39 } | 
Government in the intellectual World; 
and how he has exiſted and ruled in the 
Souls of Men, ever ſince the Creation of 
the Firſt Adam. Why then ſhould we not 
think that Mankind, or the Church of all 
Ages, is the Hoaſe or Temple ſpoken of by 
theſe Two Prophets, which the Lord will 
come to, or-' ſometime reveal humſelt 
In? 5 25 „„ 1 FO” Sg 
The Prophet Haggai makes a Diſtincti- 

on between former and latter Houle ;. by 
which modern Divizes will needs have So- 
lomon's Temple to be the one, and Agro- 
babes the other. But the Fathers diſt in- 
guiſh between former and latter, as they 
do between Old and New, Carnal and Spi- 
ritual, Legal and Evangelical, Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian. And as they believed all the 
Perſons, Places and Buildings too, ſpoken 
of under the former Legal and FJewiſb 
State, (without Except ion of the 
ple itſelf, either in its firſt founded, or re- 
pair'd Condition) to be typical and fym- 
bolical of what will come to paſs: under 
the latter Evangelical and Chriſtian State 
of Things; fo it is rational to ſuppoſe, 


Nihil in Templo Domini reperiri fine Ratione, & 
Menſ ura & ſapientia factum. Hieronym in Exekiel. Cap. xli. 


, 
e 


(38) 
that by former and latter Houſe in the 
Prophet, is meant the Fewiſh and the 
_ Chriſtian Temple; or that old material one 
under the Law, by former ; and that New 
and Spiritual one under the Goſpel , by 
latter Houſe, which the Lord is to come 
VV l | 

But beſides Apoſtolical and Primitive 
Authority to this Purpoſe, the Jews of 
old tavour our Opinion on theſe Prophe- 
cies, They agree, as the Biſhop of Litch- 
field ſays, that both Haggai and Malachi 
propheſied of the Coming of the Maſſiaß 
to his Temple; but then, as they were 

... allegorical Interpreters of the Prophets, 
whom they believed to write all in Meta- 
phors of the Meſſiah and his Kingdom; 
ſo they could not mean by the Temple, a a 
material one, nor by the Lord who was to 
come to it, any Perſon in human Nature. 
As we hold two Advents of Chriſt, ſo 
the Jews of old believed there were two 
Meſſiahs, the one the Son of Joſeph, who 
was to come in a mean Condition, and 
the other the Son of David, who was to 
appear in Glory: Which Notion of the 
Jews is the ſame with the Chriſtians, tho 
differing in Form of Words. And the 
Meſſiah meant in the Prophecies before us, 
was the Son of David, the Lord of Glo- 
ry, Who is to be reveal'd at the Conſum- 
. mation 


E 
mation * of Time, or at the latter End of 
Six Thouſand Years of the Creation of 
the World; againſt which Time, there 
would be a Temple of his own prepared 
for him. But I may ask with + St. Je- 
70m, What will be then the Temple he 1s 
to come to, ſince the old one of Jeraſa- 
lem is deſtroy d? No other, but that Spi- 
ritual and intellectual one of all Mankind, 
which the Cabaliſts and Allegoriſts among 
the Fews had good Conceptions of. That 
T have rightly repreſented the Opinions of 
the Ancient Jews in this Caſe, I need but 
refer to + Alerminel; who, by the Lord 
who is to come to his Temple, underſtands 
the Shekizah, or Preſence of the Divine 
Majeſty. And to what Temple can the 
Divine Majeſty come and maniteſt himſelf, 
but to the Eyes of the Underſtanding of 
Mankind, who are his Temple? And if 
the Fews call the Lord, here in Malachi, 
the Maſſiah; they mean by him the Glory 


* Judez1 hoc quod dicitur, & flatim veniet ad Jemplum 
ſuum Dominator, quem vos queritis, & Angelus . 067d , 
em vos vultis; referunt ad naewyerey, hoc eſt, Chriſtum 
uum quem ultimo Tempore venturum expectant. Hieron. 
in Locum. : "7 h 

f Quod enim Templum (ultimo Tempore) inveniet 
2 quod uſque ad Fundamenta deſtructum eſt ? 
Ibid. DD | 
+ Apud Pocock in Loc. Malach, 
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of the wat es is to. be ered; hich 
is like the Apoſtolical Expreſſion of "Chriſt's 
Second Advent, when the Lord ſhal be re. 
weaÞPd from Heaven, ._ 

By the Son of David, the ancient. Jews 
meant no other than the Divine Logos, the 
Spirit of the Law and the Prophets; which 
are rational, under a Metaphor; as might 
be argued from Philo Judæus, and other 
Allegoriſts. And none hardly can be ig- 
"horn, how the Cabaliſtical Jews and Ef- 
ſenes (let Philo * Judæus be our Witneſs) 
had Notions of an Intellectual and Spiri- 
tual Tabernacle and Temple of God, of 
Which thoſe under their Law were Types 
and Figures. What then, in Reaſon (a- 
mong ancient Cabaliſts) could be the Hoaſe 
and Temple ſpoken of in Haggai and Ma- 
lachi, but God's myſtical one of all Ages 
of the World, to which he will appear (in 
the Underſtandings of Men) in the lat- 
ter Times, for the Manifeſtation of his 
Wiſdom, Power and Glory, in the Works 
of the Creation, and of the Beauty of Pro- 
vidence in all Ages pare ? | 


oo 


* Ratio cur tam Templum, quiar non "A ha mun- 
dum intelligibilem percipere, quam ex Collatione ad Viſi- 
bile. De Somniis L. 1. Mundus inſtructiſſima Dei Domus, 
& que ſenſui pulchra, Intellectui Pulchrorum Imagines A 
funt. In Lib. de Plantatione Noe. | 

Thus 
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Thus have I the Opinion of the anci- 
ent Jews too, concurring with the Fa- 
thers above, about the Meſſiah and his 
Jemple, in theſe Prophecies, and the Time 
he is to come to it. I have too briefly re- 
preſented this their Opinion; and have 
been ſparing of Authorities, in compari- 
ſon of what miglit be produced. It any 
ſhould conceive that I have falſly, and to 
favour the Opinion of the Fathers, ha ve 
with a Byaſs repreſented the Jews in this 
Caſe, I could, it it would not be tedious, 
give them ample Satisfaction; or we muſt 
ſuppoſe the Jews of Old the moſt abſurd 
and inconſiſtent Writers, and the moſt con- 
traditory to themfelyes, that ever took 
Pen-18 lic cnn nn Le. 9 
The greateſt Objection agaiglt this our 
Interpretation of theſe Prophecies, is from 
the Words, Behold I ſend my Meſſenger, 
aud he ſhall prepare the Way before me 3 
which if they are to be underſtood of John 
the Baptiſt, the Meſſenger and Forerunner 
of Chriſt, then the Prophecies before us 
muſt be underſtood as fulfilꝰ'd at Chriſt's 
Firſt Advent, in the Way and Manner that 
our modern Divizes, and particularly the 
Biſhop of Litchfield, expound them. And 
Thar John the Baptiſt was this Meſſenger in 
Malachi, we have the Sacred Authority o 

IVY oy on or 9 
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our Saviour * himſelf, of Zgcharzas + his 
Father, and of + St. Mark the Evangeliſt ; 
and therefore by the Temple, muſt be 
meant that old Temple of Fa alem ; and 
Jeſus of Nazareth, whoſe Forerunner John 
was, muft be the Lord, who was to come 
tO it, | 1 
This is no inconſiderable Objection, which, 
I ſuppoſe, might be in the Thoughts 
of my Readers before now; and I don't 
doubt but the Biſhop: of Litchffeld who ar- 
gues notably for St. John's being the Elias 
of Malachi, and this Meſſenger, will urge 
this Objection to the Life, and give it its 
full Strength. © 

But I anſwer, that it was the Opinion 
of the ancient Jews, as appears from ** 
St. Jerom, that by the Meſſenger here was 
meant Elias; and as the Biſhop f of Litch- 
feld rightly ſays, the Jews earlier than 
St. Jerom's Time, were of this Opinion: 
And.not only the Jews, but the Fathers 
too were of this Mind, that this Meſſen- 


Matth. xi. 20. 
. 
F Markt; 2., - h | 
* Judz1 hoc quod dicitur, ecce ego mitto Angelum me- 
um, de Elia Propheta dictum, intelligunt. In Loc. Ma- 
lach. | 
Tt Defence, p. 67. 
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ger was Elias; but then, both Jews and 
Fathers underſtood it of that Elias, wh 


was to be the Meſſenger or Forerunner 
Chriſt's Second Advent, or of the Meſſiab, 


the Son of David, in the Conſummation 


of Time. Neither is all that which is 
written, in the Evangeliſts, of St. John the 
Baptiſt's being this Meſſenger, any Objec- 
tion in this Caſe: Becauſe it was the uni- 
verſal Doctrine of the Primitive Church, 
that Chriſt's Firſt Coming, in all ReſpeQs, 
was but * Type of his Second ; and that 
St. John's Miniſtry was + Type of Elzas's 
Miniſtry ; and therefore the Words of Ma- 
lachi before us, are no otherwiſe applica- 
ble to St. John, than as he was the Type 
of Elias, who was to be the Meſſenger of 
Chriſt's Second Advent. If this be not a 
ſufficient Solution of the Objection above, 
[ will add what St. Jerom ** ſays, how it 
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* Veritati Præſentium, futurorum ſpecies adjecta eſt. 
Hilarii. in Matt. Cap. viii. Se. 8. 

Johannes dicitur Elias, quia in eo Chriſtus przfigurare 
voluit futurum' Adventum ſuum, & hoc dicere, quia in Spi- 
ritu Eliz erat Johannes, & quod erat Johannes ad primum, 
hoc erit Elias ad ſecundum Adventum. Auguſtin. in Fo- 
ban. Evang. Cap. 1. Tract. 4. 5 

** Apoſtolice Conſuetudinis eſt, ut quicquid audientibus 
utile eſſe cernebant & non repugnare de præſentibus de al- 
terius Temporis Teſtimoniis roborarent, non quod abute- 
rentur Audientium * & Imperitia, ut _ 

2 | Or. 
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was an Apoſtolical Cuſtom to quote Pro- 
phecies, as they would beſprofitable to the 
Hearers, whether they reſpected the pre- 
ſent Times, or the Times to come: And 
ſometimes the Apoſtles apply'd Prophecies 
to their own Times, 'which were not to be 
fulfilb'd but in Times future: And this 
they did, not to abuſe the Simplicity of 
their Hearers, but becauſe they were, ac- 
cording to the Words of the Apoſtle, for 
preaching the Goſpel, as well out of Sea- 


ſon as in Seaſon. This Obſervation St. 


Jerom makes upon Joel 11. v. 28. about 


ſeeing Viſions, and dreaming of Dreams; 
. which St. Peter * apply'd to the Inſpira- | 


tion of the Diſciples on the Day of Pen- 


tecoſt, but was not to receive its Comple- 


tion till Chriſt's Second Advent. The 
lame Obſervation might be made on other 
Apoſtolical Applications of Prophecy; and 
Edon't queſtion but if St. Jerom had been 
ask d, why St. John was calPd this Meſ- 
ſenger in the Evangeliſts; he would have 
anſwer'd, that it was an Evangelical and 
Apoſtolical Rule, to apply Prophecies to 


——_— _ 
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1 calumniatur, ſed, juxta Apoſtolum, præ- 
icarent opportune, importune. In Foel. Cap. 2. v. 28. 
1s, 17, LIE e | < 
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typical Times and Perſons, which ſtrictly 
and properly belong'd to the Antity pal. 
The Biſhop of Litchfield ſays, that who- 
ever was the Meſſenger, Harbinger,. or E- 
lijah ſpoken of in this Text of Malachi be- 
fore us, * he muſt precede the final Deſtru- 
tion of the Jews, which hath been over 
acar Seventeen Hundred Tears ago. But 
this is groundleſly ſaid of the Biſhop, and 
againſt Reaſon and Authority. For there 
is another Meſſiah, or another Advent of 
Chriſt, expected by Jens and Chriſtians, 
than what was tranſacted 1700 Years ago, 
before which the Meſſenger in the Text is 
to be ſent, in the Opinion of both Jews 
and Fathers. | EL WY 
There are but two more Expreſſions 1n 
theſe two Prophecies before us, that at pre- 
ſent I ſhall make any Obſervation on; the 
one is, And TI will ſhake the Heavens and 
the Earth, and the Sea and the dry Land; 
and I will ſhake all Nations. This is the 
Work of the Lord, at his Coming to his 
Houſe or Temple. I have not conſulted 
other modern Commentators, for their In- 
terpretation of theſe Words : But I wonder 
that the Biſhop, conſidering that he pro- 
miſed to inſtance in only Literal Prophe- 
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cies, according to Scholaftick Rules, ſhould 
here depart from the Letter. How came 
it to paſs, that that grand Earthquake 
which happen'd at the Crucifixion of Chriſt, 
was not, in the Opinion of the Biſhop, this 
ſpoken of by the Prophet ? But here; a- 
gainſt his own Rule, he has recourſe to 
Allegories, * ſaying, © Great Changes in 
the Political World, are commonly tore. 
told in Scripture, under the Figure of 
4 Earthquakes, which level high Things, 
„ and throw up the low. Such were the 
“ Commotions in the Roman Empire, from 
© the Death of Jalius Ceſar to the Birth 
* of Chriſt; which. waſted all the Pro. 
„e yinces of the Nations, and ended in a 
“Change of the Roman Government, great 
“ enough to anſwer the Deſcription of it 
© in Haggai.” Whether the Biſhop has 
any other Authority than his own Fancy, 
for ſuppoſing the Civil Commotions of the 
Empire of Rome, before the Monarchical 
Settlement of the Government in the Hands 
of Auguſtas, to be the Shakings of the Hea- 
dens, and of the Earth, and of all Nati- 
ons, predicted by Haggai, I know not; 
neither do I care how his Admirers like 
this Application of the Prophecy. But, 
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_ thanking him for the Uſe of Allegories, 


where, the Letter will ftand him in no 


ſtead; I could refer him to many Fathers, 


beſides Andreas * Cæſarienſis, for their O- 


pinion about theſe Earthquakes and Sha. 


kings at Chrift's Second Advent, whereby 
the Face of the Church and of Religion 
will be changed furprizingly as to Morals 
and Principles. And a wonderful + Shock 
it will be to human Nature; and Mankind 
will be ſtrangely aſtonifh'd at the Appear- 


ance of Divine Reaſon and Truth, which 


for ſo many Ages paſt they have ftood in 
want a f. ne 
The other Expreſſion in the Prophecy 


to be taken notice of, is, And in this Place 


J will give Peace, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; 
that is, in the Church Univerſal, the Lord's 
Houſe, to which, he ſhall come in the laft 
Days, will he give Peare, by a Union of 


Mens Hearts, and Reconciliation of their 


Principles, which is to laſt for ever. This 
is the primitive Interpretation of the Words, 
which I leave to the Conſideration of thoſe, 
who may be puzzled to underſtand, how 


per Terre Motum, ſacræ Scripturz paſſim ſignificant 
Mutationem Rerum in melius. In Apoc. C. vi. 

+ Nempe, quod omnes obſtupefacti Rei (Chriſti Adven- 
tus) Miraculo, excitati ſint ad laudandum Deum, &c. 
Cyril. Alex. in Loc. 


God 


(48) 

God gave Peace to the Temple of the Jews, 
(which with their City was deſtroy'd by 
Wars) excepting in the Perſon and corporal 
Preſence of the Holy Jeſus, who goes by the 
Name . „„ wy 1 
But the Peace, Truth, Wiſdom, and o-— 
ther Intellectual Bleſſings of Chriſt, for 
which theſe two Prophets call him the De. 
fire of all Nations, and the Delight of Man- 
kind, and which will be conterr'd upon 
the Church at his Second Advent, are in- 
effable and inconceivable. Tam in a Rap- 
ture upon the Thoughts of them, and fan- 
cy my ſelf, with St. Paul, caught up into 
the third Heaven, in Contemplation on 
them: And I can't but pray and wiſh, for 
the Happineſs of Mankind, the Coming of 
this myſtical Son of Man, the Divine Lo- 
20s, upon the celeſtial Clouds of the Law 
and Prophets; which is the only Way, ra- 
tionally ſpeaking, that he can deſcend up- 
ON Us. 5 9 
It anciently was, and (for ought I know) 
is ſtill the daily Prayer of the Jes for the 

Coming of their Meſjiah, the Son of Da- 

vid ; which Prayer was founded on the 

Felicity of the Times, as they rightly. con- 

ceiv'd from the Prophets, he. would bring 
with him to all true 1/raelites. For the 
fame Reaſon, the Primitive Chriſtians were 

| Fo Wor 
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wont to pray and long for Chriſt's Ad- 
vent. AndI know not why we may not 
wiſh, love, and deſire that Bleſſed Scene 
of the World, which Jeſ«s's Second Com- 
ing will introduce eaſily, it the War with 
Anti-Chriſt (whom the Lord is to ſmite 
with the Spirit of Prophecy) does not 
85 the Eſtabliſhment of it more diffi- 
cult. - | 

There are other Particulars of the Pro- 
phecies before us, and eſpecially of their 
Contexts, from which I could argue, both. 
upon Reaſon and Authority, that the Pro- 
phets predicted Chriſt's Second Coming to 
his Spiritual Temple; but theſe muſt be 
omitted, till T have an Occaſion to reſume 
this Subject. In the mean time, I can't 
but wonder, how, againſt all reaſon and 
Authority, the Biſhop of Litchfield and o- 
thers, could fuppoſe the Prophecies ful- 
filbd at his firſt Coming. I have much 
_ ado to forbear being merry here with the 
Biſhop's Expoſition. What Philoſopher or 
Prophet would ever call a Building made 
with the Hands of Men, God's Houſe, or 
Temple in which he dwells ? This is as ab- 
ſurd in the Opinion of the Fathers, as it 
is to call the Mountain on which ſuch a 
Houſe ſtands, Hol); and therefore it is, 
that when the Prophets ſpeak of God's 

55 RF. - holy 
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holy Hill of Sion, we are to underſtand by 
it the Mountain of the ſublime Senſe of 
the Law, to which we are to aſcend for the | 
Contemplation of God, in his holy and 
intellectual Temple, when the New Jeru. 
ſalem ſhall be rebuilt, aſter the Church's 
preſent bewilder'd and Babyloniſh State. 
Tf the Biſhop of Litchfield had had any 
Regard to, or Underſtanding of thoſe my- 
ſtical and vaſtly learned Divines, call'd the 
Fathers, they would have put him into the 
way to have made another Interpretation 
of thoſe Prophecies than what he has pub- 
liſh'd. That he does not underſtand the 
Fathers, or at leaſt has no Veneration for 
them, is very plain, or he would have in- 
terpreted thoſe Prophecies as I have done. 
And I ſhould have thought that he never 
took a Father into his Hand to this Pur- 
poſe, if he had not quoted St. Jerom on 
Malachi iii. v. 1. for the Opinion of the 
Jes about the Meſſer ger of the Cove- 
nant's being the Meſſiah ; in which, by 
the by, he has miſtaken the Opinion of 
the Jews, who underſtood it of the Meſ- 
ſenger, or Meſſiah, who was to be lent at 
the Conſummation of Time; as may be 
ſeen in the Citation before produced. But 
this his Miſtake, or Miſrepreſentation of 
the Jews, I could have forgiven, 9 
a 


— 
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had not put a greater Indignity upon 
St. . himſelf by ſo fighting — 
neglecting his Senſe and Interpretation of 
the Prophecy, as not to make mention of 
it. This is ſuch an Indignity, that I, who 
am concern'd for the Honour of the Fa- 
thers, muſt reſent; and, without medita- 
ting any Revenge upon the Biſhop, will ne- 
ver forget nor forgive it, till he has ac- 
knowledg'd his Fault, and made Satisfac- 
tion for it. 1 


And thus have I ſpoken to three other 


Prophecies of the Biſbop of Litchfield*s Col- 


lection, and given quite another Interpre- 
tation of them than he has done. The 
Reader is at his Liberty to take Which In- 
ter pretation he moſt approves of, But if 
it ſhould ſo happen that the Biſhop is 
wrong in his Interpretation, and that the 
Fathers and I are right; what will be the 
Conſequence ? Nothing leſs than that the 
Prieſthood (for many Ages paſt) haye been 
vending, and palming upon their Hearers, 
many groſs Miſtakes concerning GOD and 
the Devil, Heaven and Fell, Revelation 
and Prophecy); the Second Coming of Chriſt, 


the End of the World, the Reſurrection of 
the Dead, and a Future Judgment: Such 
groſs Miſtakes, as (notwithſtanding the 


a : large 
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large Revenues of the Charch) they have 
not been well paid for, nor will be ſuffici. 
ently rewarded till CHriſt's Second Ad. 
vent; that is, till the Appearance of Di- 
vine Reaſon among us, with a myſtical 
and parabolical * Whip, that the Fathers 
ſpeak of, to drive them out of his Church 
and Temple. | EE . 
Whether any apprehend this Conſe- 
quence, I know not; but a little Time and 
Conſideration will bring it to their Under- 
ſtanding. 1 


I did promiſe at the Beginning of this 
Diſſertation, that one Time or other I 
would take all the Biſhop's Collection of 
| Prophecies to task, and write againſt them, 
as I have done againft theſe, But, upon 
aà Review of them, I queſtion whether T 
ſhall be able to be as good as my Word; 
becauſe there are {ome of them, that can't 
be treated on upon the Authority of the 
Fathers, without Danger: I don't mean 
Danger to myſelf ;) tor I tear no Colours 
nor Peril, in this Excellent Cauſe I am 
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*Faciet Dominus Flagellum de Scripturarum Textuum 
Teſtimoniis, & ejtciet Vendentes, Hierom. in Zachariam. 
cap. x. 


enges d 


En 

engag' d in: But I mean, Danger to Printers 
and Bookſellers, without whole Help I can 
neither Print nor Publiſh. . 
A more certain Liberty of writing muſt 
be obtain'd, before I can handle ſome other 
of his Prophecies. And is not this an un- 
happy State of the Church for Apoſtacy, 
that a Man can't with Safety publiſh primi- 
tive Opinions and Teſtimonies? For I ne- 
ver did nor will publiſh any Thing but 
what's of primitive Authority. I am none 
of thoſe paltry Scriblers, who like Bil- 
lingſgate Women, rail and ſnarl at their 
Adverſaries out of their own Heads, and 
without much Thinking, blurt out what 
comes next. „ FF 

I never coin'd a theological Opinion bx 
myſelf. The Doctrine of the Fathers of 
the Church I only contend for, and am 
willing to die and ſuffer for. What Argu- 
ment then can 1 uſe with the Clergy of this 
Day, that the Fathers may revive, ſpeak, 
write and print their old Notions. I ſay, 
with the Clergy; for I humbly conceive, 
that the Civil Authority would give me no 
 Moleſtation for what I have or ſhall Pub- 
1ifh, but at their Inſtigation. Our Clergy 
have long and much boaſted of primitive 
Doctrine, and that their Church comes 
the neareſt to the Apoſtolical Pattern of 


all others. What a Number of modern 
Wri. 


(54) 
Writers could I name, that aſſert this > 
What Encomiams have our Proteſtant A u- 
thors of the Church of England paſs'd on 
the Fathers for Examples in Orthodox ? + 
How often have the Stillingfleets, the 
Caves, the Dodwells, the Grabes, and ma- 
ny others of great Fame and Name, given 
the Preference to the Fathers for Autho- 
rity, and for Interpretation of Scripture, as 
well as for Rules of an Holy Life. To the 
Fathers, as the propereft Judges of ſound 
Doctrine, do they make their * Appeals in 
Controverly ; and their Authority where 
plain and clear, has been owned as dect- 
five. Let us not then depart from theſe 
Declarations, which, whatever ſome may 
think, will reflect with ' Diſhonour on 
them. Let the Fathers then come forth 
and ſpeak freely. And let me have full 
Liberty to write and print out of them. 
I can urge no better Argument for this Li- 
berty, than that the Clergy, for their Cre- 
dit, ought to permit it. What will Phi- 
loſophers, Wife Men, Lovers and Enqui- 
rers after Truth, ſay, | if ſuch a Liberty 


* Optima & unica Ratio eſt finiendi Controverſias, quz 
Eccleſiam Chriſti hodiernam in tot Partes ſciderunt, fi poſt 
ſacras ſcripturas, primævam & puriorem Antiquitatem 
unice colamus. Grabe in Prefat. Spicil. Seculi. Prim. 
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be deny'd? Nothing leſs, than that our 
Clergy are afraid of the Fathers, and of 
the Revival of primitive Doctrine; and 
are no leſs Enemies to old Chriſtianity, 
than are the Jews and Infidels. They 
will be charged with a Love of their Inte- 
reſts, more than of Religion, and of Truth; 
which is the greateſt Reproach that can be 
caſt on a Scholar, a Philoſopher, and a Chriſ- 
tian. I hope then for Tatimations from the © 
Ecclefiaſtical Powers, that T may have Li- 
berty to write freely; which Liberty, I truſt, 
I ſhall never abuſe; but uſe it only for the 
Glory of God, the Propagation of the Gol- 
pel, and Demonſtration of the Meſzahſhip of 
the Holy Jeſus: To whom be Glory tor 
ever. Amen. 7 
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